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letter from our Washington correspondent that :} - 


proval | the Free-State men in Kansas, under the lead- 
ists | ership of Gov. Rosmsox,had declared their 


A oo sine chee ghee to the va- 


may be so; bat fatieguch asthe law. 


of-all parties, as of all ‘sects, unanimous] 


7 in demanding the truth on this question, and 


in ‘denouncing the villainies to which their 
brethren were subjected ? 
- But no}—the wrongs of Kansas must help 


-| or hinder the march of parties ; and so, while. 


‘they have asked. But it would’ be worth but 
little, practically, unless they can also have a 
voice in preparing or revising the lists of 
voters... How. .this matter stands, we. shall 
know better when we receive the text of Mr, 
Srawron’s reply. 

The Zribune closes its article upon this sub= 
ject thus : 

“Let the Free State men simply stand on the im- 


Civilized world will applaud their conduct, and a 

posterity hallow their memories, And, should 
they be called to suffer’ anew for their principies, they 
will not be left to suffer alone. Ifthe cause of Human 
Liberty needs more martyrs on the soll of Kansas, all 
the Free States will eagerly contribute them." 


As melo-drama this is decidedly good,*~but: 


we do not understand its practical bearing. 
What does the Zribune mean by talking of 
Free-State martyrs, hallowed memories and a 


-4-grateful posterity, in sucha connection? It 


: doesnot advise War, nor do we ses On what. 


mal “grounds It can’ apprehend ft. . The - issue -is 
naturally | simply whether the Free-State men shall go to 


was vehentently 
ee cae tanga Cay. 
others," Tn the ‘Toke’ 


: ‘of 
reece in truth ‘was, afford pe? fet ae | eh 


| frém our Kansas-correspondent, who: added a 
brief statement of the. terms upon ‘which the: 
Free-State men had proposed thus to take part 
in the coming election. And to-day, in a letter 
from the same Correspondent, we have the text 
of the document in which the leading Repre. 
sentatives of the Free-State Party, with Gov. 

Rowson at their head, assure Gov. Stayton 
of their willingness to “overlook the past,”— 
to waive their objections to the character of the 
Legislature and their attachment to the Topeka 


4 Constitution, and to ‘‘go into the election of 


delegates to a Constitutional Convention,” 
provided the laws-for conducting it can be so 
modified as to gaard them against fraud. We 
take it that this evidence will convince even 


perpe- }-our neighbors of the Tribune, that our original 


flea will be made at all hazards to sut- 
, ee 
ey are ,to escape, the 


statement on this subject was not made with- 
out due warrant and authority. 

The Free-State proposition is eminently just 
and fair. The law authorizing the election 
upon its face is not obnoxious to censure, 6x- 
cept in restricting the suffrage to those inhab- 
itants who were in the Territory previous to 
the Ist of April. But the officers to whom 
the execution of the law is intrusted,—those 
who have the enroliment of the voters, the re- 
visal and correction of the lista, the reception, 
canvass and return of the votes,—are, in the 
main, and with some exceptions, men in whose 
justice and honesty no portion of the people of 
Kansas can have any confidence whatever. A 
seageiperton of them certainly are notoriously, 

not only the most violent and unscrupulous 
mén of the ultra Pro-Slavery faction, but the 
open and active enemies and persecutors of the 
Free-State settlers. They are the appointees 
of the usurping Legislature, and have shown 
} themselves throughout all the tarmoils of the 
‘Territory, to be personally without character 
‘and politically the reckless and unprincipled 
tools of the extreme Southern Party. It is 
natural that the Free State men 

should be unwilling to intrust their rights and 
their interests in the hands of such a class of 
officers, and that they should ask guarantees 


r, | and securities against an abuse of power on 


theirpart. And the guarantees which they 

“have asked arein themselves perfectly just and 

“Whey ask no undue advantage,—no po- 

sition which could possibly give tliem any sach 

advantage,—but merely an equality of right 
with their opponents. 

. And yet we are not greatly surprised to learn 


votes without check or scrutiny, ; 
alvade cope areal Stites pen "Ty 
have, at great expense. of effort wear 
science, got their machinery all oiled for making Kan-. 
gas a Slave State, and they will their ad- 
vantage. A fair election will prove th in, #0 they 
will none of it. And the. Fedmal: 
which, for the honor of human nature, we mus’ be-. 
Meve, would gladly feel at liberty to take the side of 
justice in the premises, is constrained by tts obliga- 
tione tp the Slave Power to back tte minions in Kansas. 
i ng the Free-State men that fair election so 
often promised them, and which is all they ask.” 
‘These assumptions dispense with a great 
argument and considerable fact. They 


a very short and easy mode of deciding 
J ttoneatiooe OF pitiey and of law which arise 
n connection With the affairs of Kansas. But 


ae | 


the: polls, ‘or stayaway. It ‘advises them: to 


-otey away ;—but such a. course. cértainly can 

hardly-involve bloodshed and civil war. They 
will not fight the Pro-Slavery.men becaulé they 
see. fit to vote,—nor -will- the Pro-Slavery™ 
men fight them because they prefer not to vote. 
So far then as this election is concerned, it 
strikes us that these vague menaces of renewed 
commotion and civil war are notonly meaning- 
less but mischievous. The Free-State men in 
Kansas, we are persuaded, neither wish nor 
anticipate any sueh renewal of past contentions. 
They will do all in their power to secure theit 
rights,—but it will be done by peaceful and 
political action rather than by armed resiit- 
ance to Territorial authority. They are en- 
gaged in the pursuits of industry,—in estab- 
lishing homes, building up towns, erecting 
stores, mills and dwellings, clearing the soiland 
preparing it for culture,-projecting railroads 
and laying the foundations of their future State 
inthe solid interests and concerns of practical 
life. Nor dowe detect, either in their conduct 
or in their language, any indication of a dis- 
‘position to abandon these pursuits and plange 
again into civil strife, They will go to the 
ballot-box,—if not now, bye and bye; sooner 
or later they must and will take part in the 
Elections of the Territory;—and no one who 
properly appreciates the influences that decide 
the political character and destiny ef large 
communities, can doubt that this agency, when-- 
ever they tee fit to use it, will make Kansas a 
Free State. 


Parties and Politics, 

Was Bons, after all, in the right, and 
GotpsuitH in the wrong, when the poet so 
cleverly lashed the politician for ‘‘ giving up to 
party what was meant for mankind ?” 

If there be any faith in our practice, we 
Americans of the Nineteenth Century must 
swear by the Statesman and pooh-pooh the 
Satirist. For the rule of our public life is, that 
nothing was meant for mankind which ean by 
possibility be given up to party. In parties we 
live, and move, and have our being—in them, 
and by them, for the matter of that. We make, 
at once, a trade of parties and a deity—we 
traffic in and adore them. Through the week 
they kindle all our rapacious and pugnacious 
passions, as if they were great joint-stock enter- 
prisee—say Potosi Lead Mines or Parker Vein. 
Companies—and on the Sabbath they inspire 
our preachers, and clothe themselves with all 
the attributes of reverence. 

Poor blundering Gorpy would doubtless 
have said that Government was meant for man- 
kind, Wegive it up to party. Superannuated 
citizens profess to believe that the metropolitan 
systema of police—the arrangements which wit 
is to devise. and fidelity to execute, for pro- 
tecting six hundred thousand people ‘sg the 
dust that blows by day and the burglar that 
ereeps. by night—from the rascality which is 
om with us, and the pestilence which visits 

us by ‘fite—superannuated citizens, we bas 
“profess to believe that all this expensiy 
chinery of our municipal life waa 


on this Island. We who kiow 
given up to ! 

_ Aecaghy ty HR that Journalism 
’\“that the power which watches, and recor 
and criticizes, and directs the daily life an 
daily thoughts of and free communities, 
was méant for the good and the instruction of | 
Snankind. We have given it up to party. So 
‘atter has been onr abandonment of ourselves, 
‘and of all-that we are, and. of the forces: that 
we control, to the service of this mysterious, | 


one ‘‘ party” set them up in letters of blood 
on its banners, the other. derided them, de- 
spised them and disbelieved in them ! 

So now again, when the freemen of Kansas 
are trying to adjust their difficulties, and to 
conquer by Peace what they could not win by 
War, party organs peal out again for new and 
fiercer struggles, in such a fashion that one 
would suppose the end and aim of the exis- |. 
tence of Kansas was to furnish themes for 
flaming leaders, and material for enormous en- 
terprises to the chiefs of some great party for- 
eign to the Territory! 

We have: said that this passion for parti¢s 
was a national passion. . This is not quite 
correct, It is the passion of the politicians 
who have so far controlled the policy of the na- 


tion. As for the people themselves, we believe 


they are heartily sick of the stupid idolatry.’ 


We believe they are rapidly coming to.a con- 
viction that the practical end of politics is a 


practical policy, and that statesmanship is the 


skill that governs a State. We believe they do 
not care an iota what set of men do a good and 
needed thing, provided the thing be done, and 
"well done. And we look for.such a revolution 


ities and 


doing m 
decrease,” roms: state of facts which ouly —— . 
tends to show that .crime enjoys a wider lati- |. own c! 
tude and impunity; nor can we agree with him fice 


wy bee cee palaces ae oat em 
world! Let them devote themselves entirely 
—as they already do for the most part—to pol-. 
in favor oftheir great |. 


protector ; let the Courts shut neg and | space hi he 


neighborhood but was more or less a jalan _ 
himeelf, and,. therefore, unable to give that} s 


stibastiinn' te ethan which die ann case just as 
imperatively demanded ? 
We most respectfally submit, with all due 


deference, that, as things are now, neither the | 


number of convictions, nor yet the number’of 
arrests, should be taken as the standard for the 


measurement of City crime. We know out- | goo 


in our ‘political life as Fa eat air will 


the “ parties,” and leave their: 
where the recent English | ‘ites Le 


stubborn “party ofthe Mass” 


“pris lasive oe: and yet in i ae no on 


Very instructive is that spectacle of 2 knot of one 


ea honest and distinguished ‘ 
quietly sent home to their private cotton-spin- 
ing and corn-growing, simply becanse. they 
would persist in believing that the country 
was for their “ party” nore than for the great 
objects in which parties take their rise. It is 
but natural of course that the men who make 
a party, build it up, fortify. it, erect platforms 
for it, put it before the world and generally pet 
it, should cling to it as children cling to the 
dolls they have dressed. © But it is at least just 
as natural that the nations -shonld not. find 
time or inclination to share this fond infatua- 
tion ; and welcome indeed will the day be when 
mavkind in America shall insist on enjoying 
its own again, and bring parties and party- 
mongérs to a ‘‘ realizing sense” of the true end 
and only excuse of their existence. 


Judgé Russell’s Charge to the Grand 


Jury. 

The terrible increase of crime in -our. City 
has been the subject of universal remark dur- 
ing the past. twelve months. Looking over, our 
files for the past year, we figd under the City 
head an arfay of highway robberies, murder- 
ous assaults with knife and pistol, bludgeon- 
beating, counterfeiting cases, forgeries, patent 
swindle operations, policy gamblings, cases of 
areon, tape, burglary, grand larceny, with 
violence and wilful murder—a horrid cata- 
logue, unequalled by the reports of any preced- 
ing year, and only to be accounted for under 
a system where the police force is. perverted 
from its proper calling and made the political 
machine that it notoriously has been and 
still is. 

Such being the-facts of crime, as within the 
knowledge of every paper-reading citizen and 
the experience of too many, it would follow 
that whoever strove to defend the conduct of 
our City guardians should commence by show- 
ing that, as crime had increased, there had 
been a proportionate, or even larger, increase 
of convictions, and that the number of per- 
sons consigned to punishment kept pace with 
the sggravated nature of offences, and the 
increase of our population, as well native-born 
as foreign. This would be the course of a 
logician—of. any reasoning man—suddenly 
called upon'to defend the police ; and, if he 
found on examination that the statistics were 
against him, he would either avoid the subject 
altogether; or deal only in those high-flowa 
generalities of which the Mayor's last message 
to the Common Council may be cited as a 
striking illustration, . 

But Judge Russerz, with the instinct of a’ 
balder.genius, despises the necessity of a syl- 
logism, and uses the sword of sophistry to cut 
a Gordian knot that common. sense had failed 
to disentangle. In his plea to the Grand Jury 
for the existing police, as administered by 
"Mayor Woop, he lays violent hands on the 


Mean argument upon the other side. 

In the year 1855, the number of persons sent 
to our varions places of incarceration from the 
Courts’ Of Oyer and Terminer, and General 
and Special Sessions, amounted to one thou- 
petro hundred and twenty-three. In the 
year] with a larger population, and crime 
so rampant that violence appeared an epidemic, 
the number of persons so incarcerated amounts. 


ae 


vade the: 1 


‘re con shit Stet: aes SIPS OG, Fat 


ake IME 


2 that thos 


paucity of convictions; but rather that the | cotstructed 


paucity of convictions should be judged by the 


amount of known and unpunished crime. 


This seems to us in every way the sounder | 
theory; and we sumbit it, for what it may be 
worth, to the attention of all those whio read 


the other-colored charge tothe Grand Jury, 


‘delivered not many weeks ago by Recorder 


SuirH—a chargé of:a very different hue, and } lis 


one to which we called attention at the time, in 


two articles, that could hardly have escaped 
the learned Judge’s observation. 
es 
The. Burdell Murder Trial. 
To the Bditor af the New-York Daily Times: 
In common with the whole community I 
have followed with eager and anxious 


> 


the efforts which have been made to develope the | 


niystery of the BunpELx murder. I have shared 
the general conviction that the parties in the house 
must, in the nature of the case, have known some- 
thing about that awful deed. 

At the Coroner's inquste which I attended nearly 
every day, the evidence of Dr. BLarspELL made 
upon my mind an indelible impression. It tended 
far more than any thing else offered as testimony, 


to fasten my suspicions upcn Mrs. ConNINGaAM. | 


Dr. BuaisDELL knew Burpetu. intimately. ~ He 
had clocer, and according to his own. statements 
more confidential relations with him, than’ any: 
other person who was examined as a wit- 
ness. It was to him that. Burperz made those 
repeated declarations of his hatred and fear of Mrs, 
CunnincHAaM,—of the trouble she gave him and 
of the apprehensions wiiith haunted him that 
she would do him some violence. 

bim that while in that ‘house he 

jutely afraid of psa Rae 

of his death begged him to come 

with him: for the purpose of protection. 
BuarspELt is almost the only person 
much of BurpELL on that last 

He saw bim in the morning; called 


Dr. BLAISDELL, and to him Sanh, thalifieaaens ; 


stated that he had made a will—s fact which, 
taken in connection with the non-appearance of 
any such instrument, went far to fasten suspicion 
on the woman who stands indicted for the murder. 

With these impressions, thus received, I looked 
forward to the trial ascertain to clear up the mys- 
tery. And when I read Mr, District-Attorncy 
Hauu’s opening speech, much as I disliked the 
unwarranitable, repulsive, and utterly savage tone 
in which he of a woman whose position 
should bave 
siohal ‘as it was. needless and ungentlemanly, f 
certainly expected that he would leave nothing 


undone which could ‘tend to clear up the question | . 


of her guilt. 

But I see from this evening's pepers- that the 
prosecution bas closed ; and yet Dr, Biaisdell hag 
not been called to the witness’ stand at all. What 
does this mean? Is the public to be amused with 
a shamtrial? Is Mr. Haut merely going through 
the forms of law, and purposely exeluding’all the 
really pertinent and important testimony which 
bas a bearing npon the case ? 

ot 5 word tar hias SeE, ie AY Sete ee 
which figured so largely at quest. ly one 
of the inmates of the house,—neither Swopesass, 

nor either of the Ox: 
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“LOUISE ‘REEDER'S | NEW WORK. 
HISTORY ov MY LIFE, 
LOUISE : REEDER. 


‘With a portrait of the authoress, executed on steel by 
one of the first artists in this country, complete ia one 


large volume, bound in cloth. Price $1'95; or in tro” 


paper cover. Price @1. 


in their orders at once, as the book will be published 
and for sale on Monday next, May 11. 

Copies will be sent per mail, to any one, free of postage 
on receipt of the price. Address all orders to the Pub- 
Usher, 
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